
ETHICAL CHALLENGES IN SENSITIVE
RESEARCH IN SOCIAL SCIENCES

AND HUMANITIES

30 NOVEMBER – 2 DECEMBER 2023

Faculty of Neofilology, University of Warsaw, Dobra 55, Warsaw

https://red-lines-red-tapes.ws.uw.edu.pl/



30 NOVEMBER (THURSDAY) ALL SESSIONS IN ROOM 1.120, Dobra 55

VISIT TO POLIN MUSEUM  12.30-14.30  Please note that registration is required for this event (red_lines_conference@is.uw.edu.pl).
  Click for the website of POLIN Museum.

CONFERENCE OPENING  16.00

KEYNOTE LECTURE 1         16.30-17.45 Kimberly Theidon (Tufts University)

WELCOME DRINKS           18.00-20.00 First floor patio



1 DECEMBER (FRIDAY) ALL SESSIONS IN ROOM 1.120, Dobra 55

SESSION 1   9.00-10.15  PANDEMIC ETHICS: COVID 19 AND SOCIAL RESEARCH

 Irene Palla (Pontificial Catholic University of Peru)
 Methodology of Closeness during an Online Investigation on Migrants and COVID-19 in Latin America: Ethical 
 Reflections about Impacts on Researchers and Interviewees (online presentation)

 Adrianna Surmiak (University of Warsaw), Beata Bielska (Nicolaus Copernicus University),
 Sylwia Męcfal (University of Łódź)
 ‘I do not understand why methodology and ethics should change during the pandemic’—Approaches to Research Ethics
 in the Times of Social Crisis

 Jowita Radzińska (SWPS University)
 Between Flexibility and Consistency: Using Asynchronous Methods in the Frames of Qualitative Longitudinal
 Research Conducted During Crises

COFFEE BREAK  10.15-10.30

SESSION 2          10.30-11.45        STATE-SPONSORED RED LINES: POLITICS, STATE, NATIONALISM

 Naum Trajanovski (University of Warsaw)
 Marking the Nation’s “Red Lines”: Non-State Actors in Disputes over History and Memory. The Case of North
 Macedonia (2017-22)

 Aleksandra Gliszczyńska-Grabias (Institute of Legal Sciences, Polish Academy of Sciences)
 Critical Research on the Holocaust and „Patriotic Morality”—Legal Aspects of Memory Wars

 Glen Christian Tacasa (University of the Philippines Diliman)
 Finding the Balance between Risks and Academic Freedom: Reflecting on the Tensions between Higher Education
 Research Policies and Sociology Researchers-in-training in the University of the Philippines Los Baños

COFFEE BREAK  11.45-12.00



SESSION 3  12.00-13.30       ETHICS IN FAMILY RESEARCH

 Paolo Gusmeroli (University of Padua) (online presentation)
  Social Research as a Symbolic Exchange. Methodological and Ethical Dilemmas in Objectivating Biographic
  Narratives of Queer Parents

 Joanna Mizielińska (Collegium Civitas), Agata Stasińska (Collegium Civitas)
 Methodological and Ethical Challenges of the ‚Family Map’ Technique in Researching Non-Heteronormative
 Families: Insights from the „Family of Choice in Poland” Study

 Małgorzata Gawrońska (University of Warsaw), Małgorzata Sikorska (University of Warsaw)
 ‘Families in the Spotlight’—Ethical Challenges of Family Research on the Instagram Platform

 Prashant Banshode (Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics)
 Overcoming Red Tape [ism] and “Giving Back” to the Field: Reflections from Research on “Unwed Mothers”
 in Yavatmal District

LUNCH BREAK          13.30-14.30

KEYNOTE LECTURE 2  14.30-15.30      Rebecca Tapscott (University of York)

COFFEE BREAK  15.30-15.45

SESSION 4          15.45-17.15 

 Research Ethics in the Arts and Humanities: Understanding Global Trends and their Implications

 ACTIVISM AND RESEARCH

 Marta Zimniak-Hałajko (University of Warsaw)
 Ethics in Social Activism Research. Some Thoughts on the Limitations and Challenges of Participant Observation 
 and Participatory Action Research

 Kamila Albin (University of Warsaw)
 Between Vulnerability and Visibility: Ethical and Methodological Dilemmas in Researching Women Activists
 with Disabilities in Poland

 Jan Gałkowski (University of Rzeszów)
 Ethical Dilemmas in GEP-Related Research. How Much Courage do Institutions Need to Learn about Themselves? 
(online presentation)



2 DECEMBER (SATURDAY) ALL SESSIONS IN ROOM 1.120, Dobra 55

SESSION 5                                        9.00-10.30        COMMITTEES AND STAKEHOLDERS: BETWEEN INSTITUTIONS, RESEARCHERS AND THE SUBJECTS

                                                                                         Kazimierz Słomczyński (The Ohio State University/Polish Academy of Sciences)
                                                                                         For What and to Whom are International Scholars Responsible for Their Survey Research? Legal and Ethical Issues
                                                                                                  in Harmonized Cross-National Projects

                                                                                         Inga Koralewska (Australian National University)
                                                                                         Reproducing Abortion Stigma: Research Ethics Committees and Abortion (online presentation)

                                                                                          Aboadeba Akuffo (Oxford University)
                                                                                         Red Lines and Green Tapes: Backstopping Potential Ethical Dilemmas in Studies that Require Ethical Approval from
                                                                                                  Cross-Cultural Institutions (online presentation)

                                                                                         Corinna S. Guerzoni (Alma Mater Studiorum – University of Bologna)
                                                                                          InVitroFutures under Review: A Comparative Analysis of Ethical Evaluations between Canada and Italy

COFFEE BREAK                               10.30-10.45

SESSION 6                                        10.45-12.15       RESEARCHER IN THE FIELD

                                                                                         Meta Cramer (University of Freiburg)
                                                                                         Conflicts of Reflexive Research: Practical Difficulties of Conducting Interview Research within
                                                                                                  North-South Asymmetries

                                                                                         Priyanka Devi Kshetrimayum (Jawaharlal Nehru University)
                                                                                         Notes From the Field: An Enquiry into the Research on Civil Society in the Inter-ethnic Tension of Manipur

                                                                                         Marcos Freire de Andrade Neves (Freie Universität Berlin), Ursula Probst (Freie Universität Berlin)
                                                                                         Choosing Silence: the Ethics of Things Unsaid

                                                                                         Pusham Azad Babu (Jawaharlal Nehru University)
                                                                                         Subjectivities and Positionalities of a Researcher in Violence Studies: Reflections from the Field

LUNCH BREAK                                  12.15-13.15



SESSION 7  13.15-14.45       RESEARCHING VULNERABLE GROUPS

 Julie Patarin-Jossec (Royal Society of Arts)
 Visual Ethics and Ecofeminist Praxis: Reflections on Working with/as Sexual Assault Survivors

 Aboadeba Akuffo (Oxford University)
 The Clash of Ethical Imaginations among Researchers, Health Practitioners, Cultural Communities
 and Abortion Service Users (online presentation)

 Atina Krajewska (University of Birmingham), Carina Calabria (Universidade Federal de Pernambuco)
 Negotiating the Autonomy of Indigenous Researchers and Participants in the Context of a Research Project
  in Brazil— the Limits of “Decolonising Methodologies” (online presentation)

 Carla Scheytt (University Innsbruck)
 From Vulnerability to Organizationality: How to Identify Potential Harm to Participants in Qualitative Social Research

CONCLUDING REMARKS  14.45-15.15


